
Polyphony of new Serbian drama

PLAYING LIFE, LIVING PLAY

The crucial intention of this issue is to present, in the first place, the fruitful diversity of contemporary Serbian
drama, represented by the youngest generations of playwrights. Most gifted among these playwrights are nei-
ther proponents of “in-year-face” drama anymore, nor are they believers of the pure post-dramatic theatre.
In the plays written by Milena Bogavac (1982), Neda Radulović (1983) and Ivan Velisavljević (1982), we can
find different mixtures of dramatic methods and strategies, but these mixtures have two important common
attributes. 
First, there is a tendency to explore another side – of theme, genre, style, motifs. While Milena Bogavac in
Gamma Cas investigates the reverse side of story and authorship by means of a cold lyric polyphony in the
triangle “author-character-computer”, Neda Radulović's  Painkillers discovers, through a critical and spicy,
but at the same time melancholic mode, the dark side of consumerism and “happy end”-oriented life; finally,
the main strategy of play Drop In, the Man Says by Ivan Velisavljević is to prefigure, by virtue of an all-encom-
passing and multi-layered parody, the counter-side of naturalistic “rural tragedy”. In all three plays, borders
between genres are transgressed, mixed and encoded in a new, exciting manner.
The second important characteristic is treatment of “life” – as dramatic framework, chain of specific events,
or philosophical meaning. Here we could find again the strategy of another side, the distinctive poetics of
distorted mirror. In the soliloquies of Milena Bogavac we encounter with the possibility of many parallel lives;
for the tragicomic women of Neda Radulovic, life is a portentous but indispensable medicine, pharmakon; for
the anti-heroes in the play of Ivan Velisavljevic, life is a quasi adventure, nothing more and nothing less than
coming back to the home of the meaning. If we agree that life is (a possibility of) play, we could still raise the
question: which play?
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